REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL TO HOST THE ANNUAL

ECCB (European Conference on Computational Biology) 

Here: Call for proposals for ECCB 2006
What is the ECCB Conference?

The ECCB conference provides an outstanding opportunity to present cutting edge research in Computational Biology. It is a multi-disciplinary conference that bridges the field of computer science, molecular biology, biochemistry, pharmaceutics, and medicine by bringing together involved scientists from all over the world. ECCB 2002 marks the start of a revolving scheme, in which each year, another of the national computational biology conferences (France, UK, Scandinavia, etc.) plays the role of the European conference.
ECCB is a peer-reviewed conference with an online paper evaluation procedure. A program committee of 21 (2002) an 47 (2003) participants, respectively selected papers from submissions, guided by the Program Chair of the Conference. (The year 2004 was a special case because of the joint organization of ECCB and ISMB that year.) The Program Committee is selected by the Program Chair in close correspondence with the ECCB Steering Board. The Program Committee consists of bioinformatics scientists and biologists with international scientific standing. The composition of the program committee reflects a balance of scientific fields, seniority, nationalities and gender.

The group of the program chair does not submit to the conference. Groups of PC members submit at most two papers. Acceptances of papers from groups of PC member will be on the basis of especially rigorous reviewing.

The following information is provided to assist with proposal submissions to manage the ECCB Conference.

General Organizing Committee Requirements

The ECCB Steering Committee will be responsible for reviewing submissions from potential Organizing Committees to host the ECCB Conference.  The general qualifications and considerations for selecting an Organizing Committee to host the Annual ISMB conference are listed below.

1. The Organizing Committee is directed by a Conference Chair who is responsible for organizational matters and a Program Chair who is responsible for the scientific program of the conference. The Organizing Committee is supported by a Local Organizing Committee that primarily deals with the local aspects of the conference.
2. The Program Chair must be a bioinformatics scientist of high international visibility and reputation. He or she must have had previous experience of running international fully peer-reviewed conferences with program committee based paper selection.

3. The Organizing Committee Chair must have experience with chairing or participating on an organizing committee for a similar sized scientific conference. 

4. The organizing committee should have local as well as international representatives.
5. At least two Organizing Committee Members must have participated in past ECCB, ISMB or RECOMB conferences.

6. The majority of the Organizing Committee Members must be senior bioinformatics scientists.
7. The Organizing Committee must consist of members who have scientific credibility in the bioinformatics field and include international and gender diversity.  

8. The Organizing Committee should have adequate support to successfully organize the arrangements for the conference either through their own staff, student volunteers or by hiring an outside professional meeting planning company.

9. The suggested conference location must have adequate conference facilities to meet the requirements of the Conference. The Facility must have high-speed Internet to be considered and a meeting room to accommodate the expected number of participants (900 for ECCB 2003).  

10. It is required that several Organizing Committee Members be located in the same region as the conference location to manage the Local Organizing Committee arrangements.
The Organizing Committee is supposed to be in close contact with the ECCB Steering Committee during the preparation of the conference, in order to ensure continuity in scientific and organizational matters.
Proposal Submission Procedures

The following outlines the requirements and information to include when submitting a proposal for review by the ECCB Steering Committee and for consideration of becoming the Organizing Committee for a future ECCB Conference.

The selection of a proposal will be based on the best proposal with consideration for geographical distribution of the conference.

Organizing Committee Information

1. Contact information of the person submitting the proposal. 

2. Proposed Chair and/or Co-chairs names, contact information and short biography of all.

3. List of proposed Organizing Committee Members with their contact information, titles and short description of their relationship to the field 
4. List number of staff members, if any, the Local Organizing Committee can provide to coordinate the logistics of the conference. 
5. List the structure of the committees and the responsibilities of the involved people. The program committee does not have to be detailed at this point, but you should give your projected program committee size. For committee structure you can use previous RECOMB, ISMB or ECCB conferences as a model.
6. Listing of previous experience of the Chairperson(s) or Committee Members in conference organization of an event similar in scope to the ECCB Conference (list name of conference(s), role(s) in which the individuals participated and number in attendance at the conference)
Conference Planning

1. Proposed location of the conference (city, state, province, region and name of meeting facility).

2. Proposed available dates for the conference at the location mentioned above.

3. Proposed location of the housing for the conference (if housing located at locations other than the meeting facility, please provide map to show location of housing in proximity of meeting facilities). Budget student housing can make a conference very attractive to young attendants. Detail what your approach is to this issue.
4. List of proposed hotels and housing facilities and the number of rooms at each location.  

5. Location/distance of meeting facility from the airport

6. List other tourist attractions and activities taking place in the region of proposed meeting.  

7. List your provisions for food and drinks. It is customary to provide lunches and drinks and snacks for coffee breaks to conference participants

8. State in rough terms what your budget would be, what conference fees you intend to impose and what your prospects are for getting sponsorship of the conference. What break-even point in conference attendance are you aiming for?
9. If possible, attach a letter of the regional bioinformatics society endorsing your conference concept.

10. Please present a scientific concept for the conference that is based on the character of the ECCB series.

11. The conference concept has to make clear that the conference is organized in cooperation with the regional bioinformatics society (if there is any) and merged with the regional annual bioinformatics conference.

Items to include with proposal

1. Floor plans of proposed conference meeting facilities to include measurements of length, width and ceiling heights (this can be obtained by the local Convention and Visitors Bureau or the Local Tourism Board in the city). Pictures may help get an impression of the conference facilities.
2. Layout of proposed rooms and locations for ECCB conference activities
3. Map of the host city or campus with meeting facility and housing clearly noted on the map

4. Brochures from the local tourist bureau or convention bureau outlining city attractions.
Submission:

Please send or (preferably) email submissions until October 31, 2004 to the Chair of the ECCB Steering Committee

Prof. Dr. Thomas Lengauer, Ph.D.

Computational Biology and Applied Algorithmics

Max-Planck Institute for Informatics

Stuhlsatzenhausweg 85

66123 Saarbrücken

Germany

Tel: +49 681 9325 300

Fax: +49 681 9325 399

email: lengauer@mpi-sb.mpg.de
The decision on the site of ECCB 2006 will be taken by the steering committee before the end of 2004.

Preferred Dates

The conferences have been held in the past at the end of September and the beginning of October. 
Local Organizing Committee Planning Team Structure

It is recommended that the Local Organizing Committee have a strong resource of staff or students to assist with the coordination of this event.  There are many areas of responsibility requiring leadership.  It is recommended that tasks be divided between the Organizing Committee staff, students and possibly a professional meeting planner located in the conference city.
ECCB Conference History 

ECCB 2002 (October 06-09)

Saarbrücken, Germany
URL: http://eccb2002.de/
Program Chair:  Thomas Lengauer
Conference Chair: Hans-Peter Lenhof

Organizing Committee:  5 members

Program Committee:  21 members

Attendance:  459
Papers submitted/published:  83/36
Posters submitted:  198
ECCB 2003 (September 26-30)
Paris, France
URL:  http://www.inra.fr/eccb2003/
Program Chairs: Marie-France Sagot, Hans-Peter Lenhof
Conference Chair: Marie-France Sagot

Organizing Committee:  5 members

Program Committee:  47 members

Attendance:  850
Papers submitted/published:  125/42

Posters submitted:  300
ECCB 2004 (July 31 – August 4, jointly with ISMB 2004)

Glasgow, Scotland
URL: http://www.iscb.org/ismbeccb2004/
Program Chair: Janet Thornton

Conference Chair: David Gilbert

Organizing Committee: 12 members

Program Committee: 198 members

Attendance: 2200
Papers submitted/published: 492/67
Posters submitted: 1000
ECCB 2005 (September 27 – October 1, 2004)
Madrid, Spain

URL: http://www.inab.org/eccb05/eccb05.htm
Program Chairs: Roderic Guigó, Alfonso Valencia

Conference Chair: Federico Moran

Organizing Committee: 6 members

Program Committee: ?? members

ECCB Steering Committee

Alvis Brazma

European Bioinformatics Institute

Hinxton, UK

brazma@ebi.ac.uk
Soren Brunak

Technical University of Denmark

Lyngby, Denmark
brunak@cbs.dtu.dk
Philipp Bucher

University of Lausanne

Lausanne, Switzerland

Philipp.Bucher@isrec.unil.ch
David Gilbert

University of Glasgow

Glasgow, UK

drg@dcs.gla.ac.uk
Michal Linial

Hebrew University

Jerusalem, Israel

michall@mail.ls.huji.ac.il
Thomas Lengauer (Chair)

Max-Planck Institute for Informatics

Saarbrücken, Germany

lengauer@mpi-sb.mpg.de
Marie-France Sagot

INRIA - Université Claude Bernard

Lyon, France

Marie-France.Sagot@inria.fr
Alfonso Valencia

Universidad Autonoma

Madrid, Spain

valencia@cnb.uam.es
Martin Vingron

Max-Planck Institute for Molecular Genetics

Berlin, Germany

vingron@molgen.mpg.de
Shoshana Wodak

Université Libre de Bruxelles

Brussels, Belgium
shosh@ucmb.ulb.ac.be
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